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The bonus system aims to reward purchasers of new cars or vans emitting from 0
to 20 grams of CO2 per kilometer through long-term purchase or lease financing (2
years and more). Set up in 2008, the bonus is reviewed annually in order to adapt
to the evolution of the offer of low-emission vehicles.
The bonus applies to new vehicles belonging to the category of passenger cars,
vans and specialized motorized vehicles, as well as to two- or three-wheeled
vehicles and quadricycles. Vehicles eligible for the bonus may be registered by
individuals or by companies. Used vehicles are not eligible.
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Used vehicles are not eligible. Also plug-in hybrid vehicles will no longer be
eligible for the bonus in 2018.
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The ecological malus is a first registration tax on the most emitting vehicles of
carbon dioxide.
Via a registration tax the ecological malus aims to encourage consumers to acquire
new passenger cars emitting the least CO2. This tax aims to cut global warming by
reducing greenhouse gas emissions from transport. The scale of the penalty is
progressive: the higher the CO2 emissions of the vehicle, the higher the penalty
(from 50 to 10,500 EUR).
The bonus-malus automobile scheme is designed to balance the amount of aid paid
under the bonus and the conversion bonus by amount of revenue from the malus
levied on passenger cars with the highest CO2 emissions. Thus, revenues from the
malus, due by buyers of passenger cars emitting more than 119 g CO2/km, are
entirely dedicated to financing aid for the acquisition of the most virtuous vehicles,
including cars and electric vans.
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As part of the Climate Plan, the French Government wants to accelerate the
renewal of the old and polluting car fleet by helping buying a cleaner new or used
car in exchange for the scrapping of an old vehicle.
The conversion premium is for private and professional users. The old scrapped
vehicle must be a car or van, with a gross weight which does not exceed 3.5
tonnes. It should also meet the following criteria:
•
•

taxable household / professional: diesel vehicle registered before 2001 and
gasoline vehicle registered before 1997;
non-taxable household: diesel vehicle registered before 2006 and gasoline
vehicle registered before 1997.

The amount of the premium depends on the vehicle and the tax situation of the
household:
•

•



purchase of a used electric vehicle or a new or used Crit'air 1 or 2 ICE
vehicle (petrol or diesel), emitting less than 130 g CO2/km: 1,000 EUR for a
taxable household, 2,000 EUR for a non-taxable household;
purchase of a new electric vehicle: 2,500 EUR, without condition of
income;
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•

purchase of new motorized two-wheelers or three-wheelers or quadricycle:
100 EUR for a taxable household, 1,100 EUR for a non-taxable household.

New electric vehicles receive an ecological bonus, which may be added to the
conversion premium.
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The air quality certificate is a self-adhesive sticker to stick on the vehicle, which
indicates its environmental class according to its emissions of atmospheric
pollutants.
There are six classes of certificates. The air quality certificate promotes the least
polluting vehicles:
•
•
•

Favorable parking arrangements;
Privileged traffic conditions;
Possibility of driving in Low Emissions Zones.

The air quality certificate is mandatory to circulate in low emissions zones
established by certain communities (Paris). The vehicles are divided into six
environmental classes, with the exception of the most polluting vehicles, which are
not classified and are not entitled to the air quality certificate.
The classification depends on the type of vehicle (passenger cars, two-wheelers,
tricycles and quadricycles, light commercial vehicles and heavy vehicles including
buses and coaches), its engine, and the European emission standard it respects
(Euro standard). A specific class is set for electric vehicles.
The air quality certificate can therefore be used by local authorities to ensure that
the least polluting vehicles benefit from privileged parking conditions or can enter
into low Emissions Zones.
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The law on the energy transition for green growth offers the possibility to the
communities that wish to set up low emissions zones with restricted circulation for
the most polluting vehicles, on all or part of their territory, in order to protect the
population health in areas regularly subject to air pollution.
Vehicles in the Low Emissions Zones must have an air quality certificate.
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The Government has put in place a series of measures to promote the deployment
of the charging infrastructure network for electric vehicles.
Depending on the type of infrastructure and the entity leading the deployment
project, there are various financial aids to the installation of a charging point:
•

•

•

•

Communities: Several editions of the Program “Investment for the Future”
helped to provide 61 million EUR for the installation projects of more than
20,000 charging points, largely supported by local authorities.
SMEs and artisans: The ADVENIR program has encouraged the installation
of 12,000 private charging stations in car parks (shops or businesses) and in
collective housing through financial assistance.
The installation of private charging stations is also helped: individuals can
benefit from a 30 % energy transition tax credit for the installation of a
charging plug.
The Government also promotes the development of the infrastructure
network through its legislation. A decree on the pre-equipment of parking
spaces during the construction of buildings was published. A decree from
January 2017 on recharging infrastructures for electric vehicles implements
various measures to transpose Directive 2014/94 / EU on Alternative Fuels
Infrastructure. This decree will allow a homogeneous development of the
charging points by regulating in particular the power according to the type
of recharge, the interoperability, and the access to the recharge.
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With 30,921 vehicles registered in 2017, the electric vehicle market continues to
grow. Electric cars account for 1.2 % of new vehicle registrations in 2017.
However, growth is stagnating: in 2017, registrations increased by only 13 %,
compared to 23 % in 2016 and 47.5 % in 2015. This slowdown is a reminder of the
fragility of the market and the importance of state support for its development.
-=:+:C6JAI3D:,I>AADB>C6I:HI=:&6G@:I
The passenger car market remains the most important with 25,983 new
registrations (up 14 % year-on-year), or 1.47 % of new passenger car registrations,
compared with 1.35 % in 2016. Like last year, the Renault Zoe gets the biggest
share of sales with 15,245 units (58.6 % of sales). Better, with a 34 % increase over
one year, the Renault Zoe gains market share thanks to its new offer with a range
of 400 kilometers. The Zoe is followed by the Nissan Leaf with 2,381 cars sold,
down 38 %, and the BMW i3, with 1,954 registrations (including 1,073 with a
range extender) up 45 %.
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The market for electric commercial vehicles reaches 6,011 new units, an increase
of 8 %. The Renault Kangoo remains the leader in the sector with 2,546 units (up
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7 %), followed by the Zoé (675 registered models, up 67 %) and the Peugeot
Partner (660 vehicles, up 50 %).

   )!/H
In 2017, 13,458 PHEVs were registered, compared to 6,467 in 2016, representing a
progression of +108 %. This strong increase can be explained by fiscal incentives
(bonus, conversion premium) refocused on these vehicles in 2017 and the
technological maturity of the market on this type of model which allows the supply
of greatly expand.
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The number of public charging points increased by +35.5 % in one year on the
national territory. Ile-de-France, Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, and New Aquitaine are
the most equipped regions.
Today, 20,048 parking spaces, divided into 7,242 stations open to the public, allow
to charge an electric vehicle. The charging point network is up 35.5 % from last
year (14,799 charging points out of 4,507 stations). A network to which charging
points at home and at workplaces can be added (estimated at 106,000 charging
points).
This acceleration was achieved thanks to the deployment of local Government
networks, partly financed by the State, and the proliferation of private initiatives.
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